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INTRODUCTION. ~ °~
e O AP O O
( The Aims of Life.)

The different aims for the attainment of which mankind
strives through life ( gwart) fall under one of the four
classes ; vizz—(1) w3t 4. e. the performance of acts religious or
moral conducing to mental happiness; (2) s} 4.e the
acquisition of wealth calculated to ecnable the person
obtaining it to enjoy earthly pleasurcs or to perform merito-
rious and charitable actions with its assistance; (3 ) sy <. e.
the satisfaction of one’s various desires; and (4) #HYar ¢ e
the attainment of final emancipation, whereby man is freed
from the necessity of re-births in consequence of his actions
good or bad, or for the commital of fresh acts with a view to
experience the due fruits thercof. v

It is obvious that thg highest . aim should ‘be the last
above-mentioned, as it is re-emmently Moksha. which leac}s

one to the state of perfe Pivfobisre o L L. .
( Th}z Thf: ee Pa m © '!
( Ethics-Haligign-Ph ﬁqx B

The real means to it is a knowledge of the Abswidtc
Truth. (qearefger). All the various religions and philoso-
phies of the world which are so many attempts to realize
truly the unseen—the final cause—the God, are either some
one or other of what the Aryan Philosophers designate as
(1) 3%, (2), sqmarr or wiedneT, and (3) gragnr.

Among religions (by which term may be understood a
sort of philosophy with an essential ceremonial adjunct), some
( not accepting the view of a personal Godhead) recom-
mend and prescribe, as the best means to attain the goal,
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‘tertain ceremonials; or strict adherence to rules of morality ;
while others preach belief in a Personal God, and his service
according to certain forms as the only means of final salva-
tion. These respectively correspond to ‘ Karma-yoga ’ and
‘ Bhakti-yoga'.

All philosophies ( by which term may be understood
a sort of religion purely mental, religion divested of its
ceremonial feature ) are a kind of ‘Jnina-yoga’.

( Religion and Philosophy in the West. )

Every founder of religion or philosophy in the West
preached what he conceived to be the truth and claimed for
it the right of true solution. In the struggle for self-exist-
ence even in the region of non-physical plane, some even
went so far as to undermine religion as something antagon-
istic to reason. But as the ever-progressive history indicates,
every philosopher and layman, in course of time, finds the
light of one beacon either extinguished or falsified by that of
a later one, it, in its turn, existing ever in fear of the same
fate at the hands of a future one. With this experience
before one, it is not to. be wondered at if the earnest secker
after truth, pauses at the outset, before accepting Kant or
Spencer or any other of the Western Philosophers as an in-
fallible guide and ‘philosopher.’

( The Siz Aryan Systems of Philosophy.)

Very different from the above, has been the case with
the Aryan Systems of Philosophy and religion, which are
understood as always going hand in hand, helping each
other to & common end.

From times immemorial, the Vedas have been accepted
as the fountain-head of all knowledge—knowledge otherwise
unobtainable by man, having regard to the normal imper-
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fectly-developed condition of the senses and the mind—
the only recognised means to knowledge. Relying on the
Vedic texts as the guide in their endeavour to disclose the
supreme truth (gwdraer ), and attended with the lights
of inference or indirect cognition (wrgeymr ) and experi-
ence or direct cognition (yesr or wgws )—the unerring
final test, the Aryan Seers of Truth ( the Rishis ) have taught
~ six ways or means for the preception (zziw ) of the Truth,

five of which may be considered preparatory to the correet
understanding of the sixth and the last, known as the
Vedénta.

The first five ‘Darshanas’ may be differentiated from
one another, like the five senses, by the speciality they dis-
play in the fulfilment of their common end. The ‘Nyiya’
system principally concerns itself with teaching the method
of arriving at correct conclusions, The ¢Vaisheshika’ Jays
stress on the doctrine of ‘ particularity or individual essence.
The ‘Sankhya’ system advances some steps further and
going beyond the results to be attained by means of the
physical senses, inquires more minutely into the nature of
the Soul. The ‘Yoga’ is more practical in its teachings and
shows a number of ways to train the mind so as to be-
fit it to grasp that which, with the unaided power of
the senses or with a mind not properly trained, it is impos-
sible to comprehend. The fifth, namely the Miménsi, while
professing to discuss Dharma (religious and moral injunctions)
shows the correct methods of interpreting the scriptural
texts, and reconciling seeming contradictions in them.

Thus the five ‘Darshanas’ unitedly try to expound the
several requisities necessary for understanding correctly
the deep Vedic Texts (which make for the first time
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known that which is unknown and unknowable in other
ways ), and to lead men to correct conclusions, and to so
educate the mind as to enable it to perceive and realise for
itself the ultimate Truth ( Brahma ) and convince itself
that it has grasped the Truth and nothing but the Truth.

( The Veddnta Philosophy. )

A study of the five ‘Darshanas’, in short, fully prepare
a man for that of the last—the Veddnta, the principles of
which are laid down in the “ Upanishads”, and popularly
taught in the “ Bhagvad-Gitd”, and systematized in the
Veda,ntarsutras The Vedénta Philosophy mainly discusses
and teaches the true nature of the world (which though is the
object of perception and seems true to all intenmts and
purposes, has yet its very existence doubted by many); the
Self—the Soul (as to the existence of which there is and can
be raised no doubt whatever by any); and Brahman—the
one and the only principle—the substratum of all pheno-
mena, not different from the Self in essence. The Vedanta
Philosophy has, after a careful and thorough inquiry regard-
ing the causes and the nature of these three seemingly-
separa,te existencies, proved very ably and subtly that the
whole world is ideal, an idea merely, and that the only true
or a real thing is the Self.

Although Réménuja and some others, basing their
tenets on different interpretations of the Upanishads &e. call
their theories also the Ved4nta, yet it is well-known that
their teachings are those of Updsandi (worship of a parti-
cular personal god ) with different substitutes for “the wor-
shipped,” and thus such as they on the whole breathe more
of religion than philosophy, unlike S’ankara who holds forth
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‘Jnana’ or the True Knowledge as the ‘cause of obtaining
‘Moksha’ or in other words realizing the greatest aim of life.

( Mimor Differences in the Veddnta. )

Although almost all its exponents are agreed as to the
fundemental principles underlying this important subject,
yeb there exist considerable differences of opinion in regard
to some minor points of more or less importance.

As is natural, a vast literature of an elementary as well
as controversial nature has naturally sprung up dealing with
these subjects. Those works of the Vedanta which are ele-
mentary in their nature are called “Prakaranas” “(gepyosier);
such as Panchikarana, Vedéinta-Sara, &c. While those that
discuss exbaustively the principles of the Vedanta and enter
into the arguments and authorities in support of their teach-
ings are called ““ Prameya” ( gimzizr ), such as the commen-
taries of Sri S'ankaracharya &c. There is yet another class
of very subtle writings called “Akaras” (sreiz) which
concern themselves mainly with replying to or questioning
the arguments of the opponents to the conclusions of the
Veddnta Philosophy, and which attack and seek to demolish
the teachings of other schools. To this class belong such
works as the famous Khandana-khidya, Advaita-Siddhi &e.

( The Present Work.)

Appaya Dikshita, a renowned scholar and voluminous
writer of the 16th Century, in a,n/ unique and very valuable
work called “Siddhanta-lesha-sangraha” made for the first
time, from the works of his numerous predecessors, s collee-
tion of different opinions on several Vedintic topies, arising
from different standpoints, and recapitulated arguments in
support of each. The work has a very learned commentary
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by ‘Achyuta-Kidsfhananda-Tirtha’ The work was abridged
- in mnemonical verses ( Kérikds ) by Sadé4shiva Brahmendra
Sarsvati, in a work. called Siddhénta-Kalpavalli’

The present work is an admirable abridgment in prose
of that very useful and large work «Siddhénta-lesha-
sangraha,’”’ and comes under the class of “Prameya” works
and is intended as introductory to or a help in the study of
the larger one.

(The Author.)

Its author Vasudeva-Brahmendra-Sarasvati, is living on
the bank of the Kéveri river, as a typical Sannyésin, and a
‘Jivan-Mukta, passing his days in blissful meditation, and at
other times in imparting to others the knowledge (gr=r) and

experience (wgq-srgwar) he has gained.

Nigarav4ds }

NADIAD. T. M. TRIPATHI.
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